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MEDIA RELEASE
August 2011
National Finalists for Deaf Communications Awards Revealed

The national shortlist for one of the most prestigious awards in the deaf community has been announced, revealing those individuals and organisations leading the field in deaf communications in the UK.

The judging panel at the 2011 Signature Annual Awards has deliberated long and hard and this week revealed the shortlisted nominees in the six competitive national award categories.

Each year the awards recognise those who have made a difference through their dedicated efforts to overcome communication barriers that deaf and deafblind people encounter in everyday life.

Signature Chief Executive Jim Edwards said: “What makes these awards really special is that each shortlisted nominee has been put forward by their peers and members of the community – behind each nomination we discovered a real story of hard work and dedication to improving communication and access for deaf and deafblind people in the UK.
”From learners and teachers, to those driving improvements for full access, every person working towards better communication is helping to raise awareness of the communication needs of deaf and deafblind people. These awards are an opportunity to celebrate the hard work of all these individuals and organisations, and to highlight some examples of the exceptional work being done.”
Those shortlisted for the national awards have been handpicked from across the UK in the following categories:

Joseph Maitland Robinson Award for Outstanding Contribution

Organisational Achievement
Communication Professional of the Year

Centre of the Year

Young Learner of the Year

Community Spirit
Additionally, a Teacher of the Year and Learner of the Year will be selected from the regional finalists in these categories. 
The winners will be announced at a prestigious awards ceremony held in London in November.
For more information on the awards and to view the shortlist, visit the Signature Annual Awards website at www.signature.org.uk/awards.
-ENDS-
Notes to editors:

Last year’s winners are available on request.
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